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Law Enforcement 

Code of Ethics 
"As a law-enforcement officer, my fundamental 

duty is to serve mankind; to safeguard lives and 

property; to protect the innocent against 

deception, the weak against depression or 

intimidation; the peaceful against violence or 

disorder; and to respect the constitutional 

rights of all persons to liberty, equality, and 

justice. I will keep my private life unsullied, as an 

example to all; maintain courageous calm in the 

face of danger, scorn, or ridicule; develop self­

restraint; be constantly mindful of the welfare 

of others; and be honest in thought, and deed 

in both my personal and official life. I 

will be exemplary in obeying the laws 

of the land and the regulations 

of my department. Whatever I see, or 

hear of a confidential nature, or what is 

confided to me in my official capacity, will 

be kept ever secret unless revelation is 

necessary in the performance of my duty. I will 

never act officiously or permit personal 

feelings, prejudices, animosities, or friendships 

to influence my decisions. With no compromise 

for crime and with relentless prosecution of 

criminals, I will enforce the law courteously and 

appropriately without fear or favor, malice, or ill 

will, never employing unnecessary force or 

violence, and never accepting gratuities. I 

recognize the badge of my office as a symbol of 

public faith, and accept it as a public trust. I will 

constantly strive to achieve these objectives 

and ideals, dedicating myself before God to my 

chosen profession ... Law-Enforcement." 

@ www.ForsythSheriff.org 
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OUR CORE VALUES are fundamental convictions and beliefs that we hold so firmly that they 
cannot be altered by circumstances. Our values and how we define our 

C
r ALE' A® values serve as our ethical compass in making decisions and taking 

.1":l. .1":l. actions. we refer to these values as THE FORSYTH COUNTY WAY 

THE GOLD STANDARD IN PUBLIC SAFETY 

AgencY. PolicY. & Accredition 

Accreditation of law enforcement agencies helps to ensure accountability and transparency which 
enhances confidence and trust in law enforcement among the communities they serve. Law enforcement 
accreditation is a self-initiated process wherein standardized policies, procedures and practices are 
developed under the guidance of industry tested and proven standards, commonly referred to as "best 
practices". 

To obtain accreditation, law enforcement agencies must complete a "self-assessment" process to assure 
policies and practices comply with the standards of the accrediting agency. Next, a team of assessors who 
are seasoned law enforcement veterans visit the agency and conduct an on-site assessment which consists 
of policy preview, interviews with agency personnel, analysis of high liability issues, ride-alongs with deputies 
and interviews with citizens of the community. The on-site assessment determines adherence to applicable 
standards and the award of accreditation. Accredited agencies must then maintain annual compliance 
during the accreditation period, which is four (4) years. 

Since being elected Sheriff in 2016, Sheriff Freeman has made Accreditation a priority. Upon taking office, he 
immediately implemented the Accreditation Unit and tasked it with obtaining CALEA Accreditation. On 
November 18, 2017, within eleven (11) months of taking office, the Forsyth County Sheriff's Office was 
awarded LE1 by the Commission on Accreditation of Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA). 

Seeking to achieve the highest level of accreditation available, Sheriff Freeman pursued Advanced CALEA 
Accreditation. This goal was quickly achieved when on May 4, 2019, an award of Advanced CALEA 
Accreditation was presented to Sheriff Freeman. After successfully completing four (4) annual CALEA 
Assessments, including an on-site assessment in March of 2023, the Forsyth County Sheriff's Office was 
awarded another four (4) year term of CALEA Advanced Accreditation on May 4, 2023. 

The Sheriff's Office also maintains Law Enforcement Certification by the Georgia Association of 
Chiefs of Police (GACP). On August 24, 2023, the Sheriff's Office successfully completed Year 1 of a 
four year State Law Enforcement Certification by showing continued compliance with all applicable 
standards. 

ForsY.th CountY. Jail Accreditation 

The Forsyth County Jail was awarded Level 1 accreditation by the National Institute for Jail Operations (NIJO) 
in August of 2022. This accreditation assures compliance with constitutional requirements for jail operations 
as well as compliance with applicable state laws and other best practices. In August of 2023, the Forsyth 
County Jail was recognized for maintaining the highest level of NIJO for two consecutive years. 

Continuation of the various law enforcement and jail accreditations is made possible by the resolute and 
professional members of the Sheriff's Office. Conducting the annual self-assessments provides an avenue 
for 
personnel to be involved in policy review as well as statistical and analytical reviews of various high liability 
topics. This process educates, trains, and maintains the highest level of professionalism in agency personnel. 
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A MESSAGE FROM: 

Ron J-l :freeman 
FORSYTH COUNTY SHERIFF 

Welcome to the Forsyth County Sheriff's Office 2025 Annual 
Report. It is my privilege to present to our citizens the exceptional 
work carried out by the men and women of this office. As the third­
largest full-service Sheriff's Office in Georgia, the FCSO is supported 
by more than 500 dedicated employees who work tirelessly to 
Keep Forsyth Safe. 

In 2024, Forsyth County experienced meaningful reductions in crime, continuing 
a ten-year trend of overall decreases across the county. That progress continued 
into 2025, with additional reductions in most major crime categories. Forsyth County remains the 
safest county in the metro-Atlanta area, a distinction we have held for the past decade. 

A significant milestone in 2025 was the FCSO assuming operational responsibility for the County 
Animal Shelter, renamed the Pet Adoption and Resource Center, along with Animal Control 
Services and the Park Ranger Unit previously managed by Forsyth County Government. 

We entered 2026 as one of the few large law enforcement agencies in the nation operating at 
nearly full staffing. While many agencies continue to face substantial manpower challenges, the 
FCSO remains well-staffed. Our in-house Advanced Law Enforcement Academy, housed in the 
former Midway Elementary School, exemplifies a strong partnership between the Board of 
Education, the Board of Commissioners, and your Sheriff's Office. By repurposing this facility, 
taxpayers saved tens of millions of dollars that would otherwise have been required to build a new 
training center. Today, the building serves as home to our Law Enforcement Academy, Training 
Center, and Physical Fitness Unit. 

The year 2026 also brings exciting developments as we prepare to relocate our headquarters to 
the soon-to-be former County Administration Building. This facility is expected to meet the needs of 
the Sheriff's Office for the next two decades or more, and we anticipate moving into the new 
headquarters in the fall. 

Serving as your Sheriff is a profound honor. Sheriffs are the only elected law enforcement officers in 
the State of Georgia, accountable directly to the citizens we serve. Your continued support and 
active involvement in helping Keep Forsyth Safe are vital to ensuring our community remains a 
place where we can live, work, and raise our families. 

As I often say, "Crime will rise to the level a community tolerates." So long as I serve as your Sheriff, I 
remain steadfast in my commitment to ensuring that crime is never tolerated in Forsyth County. 

8 www.ForsythSheriff.org 
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Elected to office in 2016, Sheriff Freeman has been in law enforcement for over 35 years and 

began his career right here at the Forsyth County Sheriff's Office in 1987. Sheriff Freeman is 

well versed in all operations of the agency and has served in nearly every command. He 

entered his third term as Sheriff in 2025. 

Sheriff Freeman's family has a long history in Georgia law enforcement. His father, a former 

police officer in Savannah and a Deputy in Screven County, and two uncles, one of whom 

served as Chief of the Chatham County Police and later Chatham County Sheriff's Office. 

Together they have more than 130 years of service to the citizens of Georgia. 

Sheriff Freeman, as all Georgia Sheriffs, is a constitutional officer and works directly for the 

residents of Forsyth County and not for any other Government entity. He answers directly to 

the citizens of Forsyth County. The Georgia Constitution mandates that Sheriffs oversee the 

jail, keep the security of the courts and serve the court's papers, and provide general law 

enforcement for the county. For 2025-2026, Sheriff Freeman will serve as the President of 

the Georgia Sheriff's Association and was selected by his peers as the Georgia Sheriff of the 

Year for 2024. 

((e;) www.ForsythSheriff.org 
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EXECUTIVE COMMAND STAFF 

Chief Deputy, Joe Perkins 

Chief Deputy Joe Perkins started his law enforcement career in 1994 with the 
Cherokee County Sheriff's Office. Over the twenty years that followed, he worked his 
way through the ranks at cso to land at the position of Chief Deputy in 2014. Chief 
Deputy Perkins retired from cso in December 2016 before beginning his career at 
the Forsyth County Sheriff's Office in January 2017. 

Chief Deputy Perkins holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice 
. Administration from Mountain State University and an MPA from Columbus State 
University. He is a graduate of the Georgia Law Enforcement Command College 
(Class 33) and the FBI National Academy (247th Session). 

Chief Perkins currently serves as the Immediate Past President for the Georgia Chapter of FBI National Academy 
Associates (FBI NAA). He is also a member of the Georgia Association of Chiefs of Police and the Georgia Sheriff's 
Association and the National Sheriff's Association 

Assistant Chief Deputy, Deeann Cash, Constitutional Department 
Assistant Chief Deputy Cash joined FCSO in 2018 and brings 34 years of law 
enforcement experience to Forsyth County. Before joining FCSO, she was with the 
Clayton County Sheriff's Office. In 2016, she was appointed as the Jail Administrator 
& Jail Operations Commander for the ccso. In June 2017, Assistant Chief Deputy 
Cash was recognized and bestowed the honor of the Georgia Jail Administrator of 
the Year. Major Cash served as the 2022 and 2023 President of the Georgia Jail 
Association. 

Assistant Chief Deputy, Nick Curry, Law Enforcement Department 
Assistant Chief Deputy Curry began his law enforcement career at the City of 
Alpharetta in 1999, where he served in Uniform Patrol, K9 Unit, and as a SWAT team 
leader. In 2008, he was one of 11 inaugural officers that helped start the Johns Creek 
Police Department. In 2019, he joined FCSO, serving as the Sheriff's Services Captain 
and Criminal Investigations Division Commander before being promoted to Major in 
2021 and then Assistant Chief Deputy in 2025. Assistant Chief Deputy Curry holds a 

� Criminal Justice Bachelor of Science degree from UNG, and a Master's Degree in 
Criminal Justice Administration from Columbus State. He is also a graduate of the 
FBI National Academy(Class 279) and a member of the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police. 
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2025 CRIME STAT 
2025 CRIME 
BY COUNTY 

MURDER 

RAPE 

ROBBERY 

BURGLARY 

LARCENY /THEFT 

VEHICLE THEFT 

Cherokee 

3 

23 

10 

150 

1,230 

77 

Cobb Dekalb 

26 93 

ll9 155 

124 718 

651 2,704 

5,3ll 15,547 

736 4,392 

Gwinnett Hall 

24 7 139 

134 66 161 

271 30 848 

955 190 2,523 

8,510 1,722 18,863 

951 168 3,417 

*Stats provided are accurate as of 1/20/2026 from the Georgia Bureau of Investigation via NIBRs, RMS, JMS, and CAD. The GBI 
cannot confirm all jurisdictions within each county reported and the numbers above are subject to change based on case 
reporting and case status updates. Forsyth County is reflective of thhe FCSO only and does not include Cumming PD. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
BU REAU Internal 

FINANCE 
General 

Operating 

Employee Healthcare 
15.3% 

9.5% 

Service Fee 
2.5% 

Salary 
55.5% 

80 

60 

40 

20 

0 

■ Salary 
$41,781,615.21 ■ General Operating Expenses 

$5,169,490.99 
■ Inmate Services ■ Technology Maintenance 

$632, 544.18 
M2i�i1w

s 

■ Emplo-ree Benefits ■ Fuel Expenses 
$7,165,646.69 $1,054,202.09 

RECRUITING 

Inmate Medical 
$4,013,449.78 

■ Internal Service Fee �ehicle Maintenance 
$1,871,648.00 -$1,031,263.87 

e Actual e Budgeted 

5- Year Expenditures 
Budgeted vs. Actual 

2021 2022 2023 2024 
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$ l.88M SAVED in 2025 

tttttttttttt 
tttttttttt ft 
Equivalent to the average property taxes 

for 472 Forsyth County home owners! 

Average annual property tax bill in Forsyth County: $3.747 

TRAINING 

• 11".l'•�l�II� lr:-L."-11.-,11.._-. 

Post-Certified Training Hours 44,360 
Applications Completed 752 

Certified In-Service Days 54 

Hired: Sworn* 57 

Advanced/Intermediate Classes 15 

Hired: Civilian 22 Georgia Sheriff's Association Classes 6 

2025 New Hires (Total) 79 On-Line Training Classes 10 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENT 

5000 

4000 

3000 

2000 

1000 

0 

1000 

NFORCEMENTBUREAU 

NORTH PRECINCT 

91,974 
AVERAGE 

SOUTH PRECINCT 

138,695 � 7'?tONSETIM� � 7?i 
'?'9 999 

PRIORITY PRIORITY 
TWO CALLS THREE CALLS 

PRIORITY PRIORITY PRIORITY 
ONE CALLS TWO CALLS THREE CALLS 

Priority 1: Respond immediately, emergency equipment, lights & sirens. 
Priority 2: Respond immediately, under normal traffic conditions. 
Priority 3: Respond once all priority 1 and 2 calls are handled. 

*Response time recorded in minute :seconds format 

2024 2025 

Speeding 

• I 

2025 

1000 
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DUI 

400 

300 

200 

100 

0 
2024 

2025 

2025 

Failure to Wear Seatbelt 

G www.ForsythSheriff.org 

TOTAL CRASHES 

CRASHES WITH 
SERIOUS INJURIES 

CRASHES DUE TO 
ALCOHOL/DRUGS 

CRASH FATALITIES 

800 
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400 

200 

0 
2024 

2024 2025 

7,174 

18 21 

121 

13 

2025 

Failure to Obey Traffic Light 
80 

60 

40 

20 

0 
2024 2025 

Child Restraint Violation 
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OPER��IG>NS BUREAU 
CRIMIN�L INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION 

DRUGS 

SEIZED 

104.37 lbs. 

FORSYTH COUNTY WARRANTS 

SEARCH WARRANTS 488 

ISSUED WARRANTS 4,734 

WARRANTS SERVED 4,239 

Search warrants listed are only Criminol lnvestigotion Units (ICAC, Narcotics, 
Major Crimes & Property Crimes}. All other numbers listed above are 

combined totals from across all units of the Forsyth County Sheriff's Office. 

PILLS 

SEIZED 

1,609 

ARRESTS CURRENCY 

MADE SEIZED 

I 

VEHICLES GUNS 

SEIZED SEIZED 

6 105 

INTERNET CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN (ICAC) STATS 

CYBER TIPS RECEIVED 59 

SEARCH WARRANTS 97 

CASES CLEARED BY ARREST 14 
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OPERATIONS BUREAU 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION 

CELL PHONES ANALYZED 

EXTERNAL HARD DRIVES 

ANALYZED 

TAB LET ANALYZED 

HARD DRIVES ANALYZED 

In 2025, our Victim 
Advocates made 
contact with 438 

victims, conducted 10 
Forensic Interviews, 

assisted with 184 
Temporary Protective 
orders, and had 254 

follow-ups 

, :orsythSheriff.org 

297 

77 

37 

113 

In 2025, the Crime 
Scene Investigation 
Unit examined 746 
pieces of evidence, 
and responded to 
218 scenes. 

2025 Property & Evidence Processed Actions 

• 
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SPECIAL OPERATIONS DIVISION 

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER SECTION 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH SECTION 

CERT 140 

VECT 49 

CHIP 45 

ADMIN 11 

RESERVE DEPUTIES 11 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS SUPPORT 3 

JUDICIAL SECURITY SUPPORT 22 

CIRT participated in various community 
events with nearly 300 community members 
and presented 31 sessions of training on 
mental health related topics, which reached 
674 law enforcement officers from FCSO and 
many other agencies. 

2025 SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER COUNT 

LIEUTENANTS l 

SERGEANTS 4 

CORPORALS 8 

K9 TEAMS 2 

DEPUTIES 
43 (11, FIRST CLASS, MASTER, etc.) 

Juvenile Crimes 2 
Detectives 

CRISIS INTERVENTION 
RESPONSE TEAM ( CIRT) 

2025 PROCESSED REPORTS 

CIRT Response to Calls for Service '-

Face/Phone Contact with Consumer 

Mental Health Professional Assessment 

Family/ Caregiver Engagement 

Consumer Left On Scene 

Voluntary Transport to Facility 

Involuntary Transport to Facility 

Consumer Arrest 

722 

545 

360 

744 

309 

95 

99 

17 
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GONSTITUTIONAL 

BEPARTMENT 

JAIL BUREAU 

RECORDS UNIT 

FORSYT 

l 
5,1 

BOOKINGS 

((91) www.ForsythSheriff.org 

2025 RECORDS STATS 

Inmate Request 

Subpoenas Received 

Reviewed Evidence (Hours) 

Redacted Digital Evidence Files 
(Videos/Jail Phone Calls) 

JustFOIA Completed Requests 

Jail Walk-Up Window 

Report Attachments 

Report Supplements 

Incident Reports 

Georgia Crime Information Center ( GCIC) Queries 

GCIC Entries Made 

I I I 

230 

8 

764 

2,198 

11,089 

1,341 

3,296 

6,810 

7,940 

39,207 

10,215 
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OPERATIONS DIVISION 

Residential Su bstance Abuse Treatment (RSAT) Program graduated six 
participants and Pups With Purpose adopted out ten wel l  behaved pups 

Class 26 

Class 27 

I NMATE LITTER DETAIL 

MILES OF ROADWAYS 201 

POUNDS OF LITTER COLLECTED 80,960 

The inmate lanctssaping detail maintained 
258 miles of medians and sidewalks. 

({e;; www.ForsythSheriff.org 
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JUDICIAL SECURITY DIVISION 

J UDICIAL SECURITY H IGHLIGHTS 

2024 2025 

193,408 213,137 245,221 ENTRY THROUGH SCREENING 

1,494 1,363 2,255 COURTS IN SESSION 

202 227 171 PROCESS & RELEASE 

JUDICIAL ENFORCEMENT DIVISION 

J UDICIAL ENFORCEMENT H IGHLIGHTS 

2023 2024 2025 

7,181 7,017 7,834 CIVIL PAPERS SERVED 

256 318 258 PROTECTIVE ORDERS SERVED 

1,824 1,789 2,205 FINGERPRINTS 

3,734 3,689 3,896 CRIMINAL HISTORIES 

136 154 111 FALSE ALARM ENFORCEMENT 

108 133 152 EVICTIONS COMPLETED 

,_ 
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♦ ANIMAL SERVICES DIVISION 

PET ADOPTION AND RESOURCE CENTER 

2025 H IGHLIGHTS 

PARC VIS ITORS 

ANIMAL INTAKE 

ADOPTIONS 

SENT TO RESCUE 

RECLAIMED BY OWNER 

FOSTERED 

TRAP/NEUTER/RETURN 
(community Cats) 

VOLUNTEER HOURS 

3,251 

2,288 

274* 
*August 2025 - December 2025 

I 

In  Apri l  of 2025, The 

Forsyth County Sheriff's 
Office assumed 
responsibility for the Pet 
Adoption and Resource 
Center and Animal 
Control 

ANIMAL CONTROL 

2025 H IGHLIGHTS 

CALLS FOR SERVICE 6,165 

WRITTEN WARNINGS 

WRITTEN CITATIONS 

GENERAL ANIMAL 
CALL 

1,012 

337 

1,757 

·- ·- -

ft Follow the Pet Adoption and Resource Center on Facebook 
� ., at Forsyth County Pet Adoption Resource Center 

((5;; www.ForsythSheriff.org 
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'Eniy{oyee 5\.wards 
Award Recipients 

Anderson John Kevin Pittman Tim Conner 

Life Saving Award Recipients 

Nicholas Groover Matt Foster Tyler Bateson 

Meda ls of Merit Recipients 

Donimique Nguyen Cornelius Long 8 www.ForsythSheriff.org 
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'Emy{oyee 5lwar 
Headquarters Bureau 

Deputy of the Year Civilian of the Year 

Michael Young Yana Kastosova 

Law Enforcement Department 

Deputy of the Year 

Anderson John 

Medal of Valor 

Anderson John 

Civilian of the Year 

Lori Stedman 

Leadership Award 
I 
! 

Bil ly O'Haire 

Constitutional Department 

Deputy of the Year Civilian of the Year 

Justin Baldwin 

Volunteers 

Chaplain of the Year Volunteer of the Ye<!lr 

Frank Palacios Rob Muth 

8 www.ForsythSheriff.org 
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Em ployees of the Quarter 2025 

JAIL BUREAU EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER JUDICIAL SECURITY EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER 

JAIL BUREAU EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER JUDICIAL SECURITY EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER LAW ENFORCEMENT BUREAU EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER 

Jail Bureau's Employee of the Quarter Judicial Operations Bureau Employee of the Quarter Law Enforcement Bureau's Employee of the Quarter 

Jail Bureau's Employee of the Quarter Judicial Operations Bureau's Employee of the Quarter 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS I N  2025 

Sgt. Brian Chatham 
Master's Degree Public Safety 

Georgia Law Enforcement 
Command College 

Sgt. Billy O'Haire 
Master's Degree Public Safety 

Georgia Law Enforcement 
Command College 

Deputy Dom Nguyen 
Officer of the Year 

Forsyth-Cumming Optimist Club 

Lt. Tyler Sexton Graduate 
294th Session FBI National Academy 

Victim Advocate Erin Adams 
Comprehensive Victim 

Specialist, an Advanced 
Credentialed Advocate Level 

Deputy Lauren McGuire, Sgt. Josh 
Bell, and Deputy Cornelius Long 

Law Enforcement Award 
Sawnee-Cumming Optimist Club 

Crime Scene Technician 
Courtney Grimes 

Master's Degree in Forensics Science 
from Oklahoma State University 

Seven Seals Award 
Cpl. Zach Dobleman and DFC Zach Duff 

Crime Scene Manager Malika Moore 
Elected President of the Georgia 

Division of the International 
Association for Identification (GAIAI) 
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Chief Deputy William Cantrell 
EOW: Jan. 10, 1972 

On January 10th, 1972, Chief Deputy 
Cantrell, along with his partner, 
Deputy Mulkey, was shot after being 
abducted during a traffic stop. Both 
deputies were found in the trunk of their 
patrol car, suffering from gunshot 
wounds. 

Deputy Sheriff Luther Charles Outz 
EOW: Sept. 23, 1993 
On Sept. 23rd 1993, Deputy Outz 
suffered a heart attack while in 
the process of transporting an 
inmate. During his time with 
FCSO, Deputy Outz worked in 
Uniform Patrol, Court Security, 
and the Transport Unit. 

Deputy Sheriff Mike Lord 
EOW: Jan. 25, 2010 

On January 25th, 2010, Deputy 
Sheriff Mike Lord suffered a heart 
attack while transporting 
inmates to Magistrate Court. 
Deputy Lord was a true 
gentleman, a beloved Deputy & 
friend to all who had the 
privilege of knowing him. 

8 www.ForsythSheriff.org 

Deputy Sheriff Larry Mulkey 
EOW: Jan. 10, 1972 

Deputy Mulkey died in the line of 
duty as he was patrolling with 
Chief Deputy Cantrell. A piece of 
paper containing the tag 
number of the suspect's vehicle, 
written in Deputy Mulkey's 
handwriting, was found hidden 
between the seats of the patrol 
car he was in. This valuable 
evidence led to the arrest and 
conviction of the suspects. 

Sheriff Sergeant 
David P. Land 

EOW: March 26, 2003 

Sergeant David P. Land was tragically killed in 
a motor vehicle accident while respondin to 
a 911 call for service on March 26th, 2003. He 
was 32 years old and had just een 
promoted to the rank of Sergeant. 

Deputy First Class 
Spe cer Englett 
EO : April 4, 2019 

On April 4th, 2019, Deputy Englett suffered a 
traumatic medical event while participating 
in a training exerci e at the Georgia Public 
Safety Training C nter, Law Enforcement 
Academy. DeputY, Englett served Forsyth 
County with distinction and honor and 
remains well respected by his peers 
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IN LOYI:N(j M'EMORY 

Beloved Volunteer 

Rob Muth 

G www.ForsythSheriff.org 
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